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1 April 2022
Thames Coromandel District Council
Via email: consultation@tcdc.govt.nz

Copy: 		Len Salt, Rekha Giri-Percival, Deli Connell, John Grant, Heather Bruce

Tēnā koutou katoa, 
On behalf of the Hahei Residents and Ratepayers Association, we wish to make the submission in relation to Te whakahou me te whakaora | the draft Annual Plan 2023 – 24 
1 Overall Rate Increase
We note it is proposed that Mercury Bay ratepayers will face an overall increase of 14.02%. But the largest increases are due to a 76% increase in Rubbish and Recycling and 24% increase in cost of Wastewater Treatment. Currently, TCDC provides wastewater services a small proportion of Hahei, but we all require rubbish collection and we are very disappointed to see such a huge increase in in this service. We would have expected a greater increase in roading costs as the recent storms demonstrated the fragile state of the Coromandel’s roading network.
2 Cross Coromandel Road Resilience Improvements
We strongly believe that TCDC should work with NZTA and lobby for additional Government funding to upgrade our roading network, particularly council administered roads. 
Specifically, we would like to see the following
· Cross Coromandel Roading upgrade – Both the Tapu–Coroglen Road and 309 Road need to be upgraded. As recent events have demonstrated, we cannot rely on SH25A and we must have alternatives. Please work with NZTA to develop plans to upgrade both these roads as a priority. 
· Road Flooding Mitigation – we cannot continue to allow our community to be shut off at Dalmeny Corner when we get more 100mm rain in 24 hours. We recommend, in the interim, that the stream and adjacent drains be cleaned out regularly to reduce the impact of flooding. Given the ongoing frequency and severity of the weather events the integrity of the Dalmeny Corner bridge also needs to be assessed.
· A flooding mitigation strategy must be developed for Hikuai/Pauanui and the Wade Road heading into Whitianga.
· Economic Resilience – Our long-term economic future depends on good roading. Businesses need confidence of TCDC/NZTA have a plan to make our roads resilient to future storm events.
3 Proposed New Rubbish Collection Plan 
While we appreciate that TCDC is attempting to improve rubbish collection and recycling, no-one had any indication it was going to be so expensive. The two most significant changes to rubbish collection - food scraps/composting and bulk bin (replacing the current pre-paid blue bag system) – comes with a significant cost increase. The cost of each should have been presented for consultation before proceeding. 
Although we support sustainable alternatives, we suggest to minimise the pushback, risk and unknowns associated with proposed composting that this aspect be deferred until the 2024/34 LTP. 
We would like TCDC to offer meaningful options such as
· Opt out of Household Food Waste – many residents have their own composting systems and worm farms and would like to have the option not to participate in the expensive TCDC food waste composting system.
· Opt out of household waste bin collection – in an attempt to reduce single-use plastic bag use some residents utilise alternative suppliers for their household waste. It is unreasonable to expect them to pay twice for the service.
· Community Centres – We would like to have the option to have no collection bins and simply take our rubbish to a community collection and recycling facility. This would suit most of our non-resident ratepayers. It would also be cheaper for Waste Management as they would not need to collect so many bins, and it would reduce the emissions from collection trucks as they would not need to travel so much.
· Seagull Proof Food Waste Bins – Please make sure that the new food waste bins are bird proof.
4 Deferral of Hahei Drinking Water Upgrade
We are very disappointed that TCDC has chosen to defer the upgrade of the Hahei Drinking Water System. Around 50% of our ratepayers are provided with non-potable water. 
As a major tourist destination, we are very concerned that we could have a serious outbreak of water borne disease. We will be conveying our concerns to Taumata Arowai. 
5 Deferral of Hahei Sewage Expansion
We are also very disappointed that TCDC is not working with us on the proposed Hahei Sewage Expansion. Having completed the Sewage Feasibility Study for Hahei, which confirmed available capacity at the Hahei waste treatment plant, the expectation of the Community and the approx. 70 affected parties was that funding was allocated in the 2023/24 Annual Plan. 
This $315,624 has been deleted from the Capital funding plan. This was budgeted to scope and provide costing for the reticulation of the waste to the treatment plant. Given that the bulk of the cost of this upgrade would be to the affected parties, this information was a prerequisite to decision making.
The Wigmore stream pollution concerns have been raised many times by both this Committee and our members during the past 10 years.
Council have supported the HRRA in regularly monitoring the water quality at the Ko Tuhuri ki te Rangi/Wigmore Estuary for the past 5 yrs. Frequently the bacterial levels have exceeded Recreational Water Standards and pose a health risk. This is a continuing environmental issue, and we urge Council to reinstate the $315,624 (District wide/ Project 3738 Capital 2023/24 budget).
We have a duty of care to our community and tamariki to ensure their health and safety particularly to the young families that use this estuary for safe play.
We look forward to presenting our recommendation to you on the 26th April, please supply a link for remote access.
Ngā mihi
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Penne Clayton
Chair of Hahei Residents & Ratepayers Association


image1.jpeg




image2.png
HAHEL -

THE COROMANDEL - NEW ZEALAND




